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Tangerine 
This Oro Valley home received a bright, 
modern update with an accent on color.

Dreams
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MMarilyn Bowling knew it was time for a change.
Her 3,400-square-foot home, which sits on the golf course in the 

Oro Valley Country Club neighborhood, was custom built in 1991 
and still displayed some of the vestiges of that era.

“I try to do one thing to the house every year,” Marilyn says. “I 
knew it was time to update it.”

Among the projects she wanted to tackle was updating a wet bar 
in the living room, as well as the removal of an old, hulking televi-
sion. But when it came to creating an overall design theme for that 
space, she was at a loss.

So she turned to a trusted friend — interior designer Patti Harrell 
Hoech. Marilyn has personal as well as professional ties to Hoech, 
who not only redesigned other rooms of the Bowling home, but 
also is Marilyn’s cousin. The two have had great adventures on this 
and other projects.

OPPOSITE The patio of 
Marilyn Bowling’s home 
offers golf course and moun-
tain views.
TOP The deck surrounding 
the pool is utilized for back-
yard entertaining.
ABOVE A table is set for 
brunch with plenty of tanger-
ine accents.

By ROMI CARREll WITTMAn  
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“She’s so talented,” says Marilyn, a nurse who 
recently retired from Tucson Medical Center. “She 
just sees the whole concept. I knew it had to be 
re-done, but I simply didn’t have that vision to see 
the possibilities.” Patti says of her cousin, “She has 
exquisite style and design sense. We work really 
well together and have fun, too!”

Patti, who owns an interior design firm in New 
Mexico, Patrician Design, and maintains a residence 
in Tucson, jumped head first into the project. She 
knew right away she needed a central theme that 
would carry the redesign and unify its elements. 
There was no extensive remodeling or construc-
tion involved so she knew she would have to work 
around the home’s existing “bones.”

She zeroed in on a single, large wall in the living 
room, installing white, stacked stone to change the 
texture.

She expanded the design by adding a serpentine 
hearth/banco capped with a slab of limestone and 
plump, down pillows to invite people to gather 
comfortably around the room. From there, she 
wanted to incorporate a “pop” that would take the 
look to another level.

“It screamed to be tangerine,” she says. “In con-
trast to the cool green and chalk whites, the coral-
orange-tangerine color was the bomb!”

Although some projects require calming tones, 
this one called for something more lively. The 
home’s sage green carpeting and the off-white 
walls provide a muted anchor for the design, so the 
tangerine accents give it life and bounce. The color 

lEFT White stacked stone adds texture to the living room 
walls. Orange accents were carried throughout the remodel. 
Artist Frederico de la Vega of Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, was 
commissioned to do the colorful painting “Mandarina 
Aguiano,” which hangs on the wall.

BElOW lEFT TO RIGhT A bright globe bird feeder was one 
of many tangerine details in the garden; a pondless pot foun-
tain adds the sound of water; banco pillows, lanterns and an 
orange plant palette brighten the remodeled garden.
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scheme is modern, but in a playful, whimsical way.
Patti carried the tangerine throughout the redesign, 

from the living room space through to the patio.
“This house is very open,” Marilyn says. “Even when 

you’re inside, you’re outside because it’s so open and 
airy, so it made sense to carry the design out to the patio 
area.”

With the lush rolling greens of the golf course backing 
up to the home and the silhouette of Pusch Ridge stand-
ing tall in the background, cool green tones once again 
provide an anchor for the white-and-tangerine color 
palette. Bright flowers and other potted plants add to the 
patio’s earthy, yet sleek feeling. A bird feeder and foun-
tain lend the cooling presence of water.

The duo searched high and low for the perfect pieces 
to round out the backyard oasis. They found a table and 
chairs that worked well, but painted them white to blend 
with the main hues of the space.

The two hunted everywhere for the many accents, 
art pieces and decorative accessories that rounded out 
the design. They added lanterns, cachepots, linens, and 
layers of place settings to create a brilliant outdoor dining 
space. For one last splash of color, Patti placed floating 
tangerine balls in the swimming pool.

“What more could you ask for in this oasis?” Patti says.
Marilyn is thrilled with the results and is looking for-

ward to next year’s project — the kitchen.
“I love Patti’s designs. She truly is an artist.”  HG

Sources: 
Patti harrell hoech, Patrician Design, www.patriciandesign.com
White Stacked Stone: Arizona Stone & Architectural Products, 
http://tucson.arizonastone.com
limestone slabs and granite bar top: Arizona Cabinet & 
Countertop Company, (520) 888-2227
Garden Fountain and Plants: Mesquite Valley Growers nursery, 
www.mesquitevalleygrowersnursery.com

ClOCkWISE FROM TOP lEFT Plenty of tangerine was added to the outdoor 
tablescape designs; cousins Marilyn Bowling (left) and Patti hoech worked 
together on the home and garden’s renovations.


